June 27, 2007

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr.
LIEBERMAN):

S. Res. 258. A resolution recognizing the
historical and educational significance of the
Atlantic Freedom Tour of the Freedom
Schooner Amistad, and expressing the sense
of the Senate that preserving the legacy of
the Amistad story is important in promoting
multicutural dialogue, education, and co-
operation; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr.
SMITH):

S. Res. 2569. A resolution commending the
Oregon State University baseball team for
winning the 2007 College World Series; con-
sidered and agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 22
At the request of Mr. WEBB, the
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) and the Senator
from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) were
added as cosponsors of S. 22, a bill to
amend title 38, United States Code, to
establish a program of educational as-
sistance for members of the Armed
Forces who serve in the Armed Forces
after September 11, 2001, and for other
purposes.
S. 39
At the request of Mr. STEVENS, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
INOUYE) and the Senator from Maine
(Ms. SNOWE) were added as cosponsors
of S. 39, a bill to establish a coordi-
nated national ocean exploration pro-
gram within the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, and for
other purposes.
S. 163
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
163, a bill to improve the disaster loan
program of the Small Business Admin-
istration, and for other purposes.
S. 185
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 185, a bill to restore ha-
beas corpus for those detained by the
United States.
S. 234
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 234, a bill to require the
FCC to issue a final order regarding
television white spaces.
S. 399
At the request of Mr. BUNNING, the
names of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) and the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 399, a bill to amend
title XIX of the Social Security Act to
include podiatrists as physicians for
purposes of covering physicians serv-
ices under the Medicaid program.
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S. 432

At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. DOLE) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 432, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to provide
coverage for kidney disease education
services under the Medicare program,
and for other purposes.

S. 543

At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, the name of the Senator from
Hawaii (Mr. AKAKA) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 543, a bill to improve
Medicare beneficiary access by extend-
ing the 60 percent compliance thresh-
old used to determine whether a hos-
pital or unit of a hospital is an inpa-
tient rehabilitation facility under the
Medicare program.

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
543, supra.

S. 582

At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 582, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to classify
automatic fire sprinkler systems as 5-
year property for purposes of deprecia-
tion.

S. 691

At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 691, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to im-
prove the benefits under the Medicare
program for beneficiaries with kidney
disease, and for other purposes.

S. 73

At the request of Mr. OBAMA, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 713, a bill to ensure dignity in
care for members of the Armed Forces
recovering from injuries.

S. M

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 771, a bill to amend the
Child Nutrition Act of 1966 to improve
the nutrition and health of school-
children by updating the definition of
“food of minimal nutritional value” to
conform to current nutrition science
and to protect the Federal investment
in the national school lunch and break-
fast programs.

S. 73

At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 773, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow
Federal civilian and military retirees
to pay health insurance premiums on a
pretax basis and to allow a deduction
for TRICARE supplemental premiums.

S. 793

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 793, a bill to provide for the
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expansion and improvement of trau-
matic brain injury programs.

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 793, supra.

S. 831

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 831, a bill to authorize States
and local governments to prohibit the
investment of State assets in any com-
pany that has a qualifying business re-
lationship with Sudan.

S. 881

At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the
names of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. PRYOR) and the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. DoDD) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 881, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend
and modify the railroad track mainte-
nance credit.

S. 912

At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 912, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to ex-
pand the incentives for the construc-
tion and renovation of public schools.

S. 963

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
963, a bill to authorize the Secretary of
Education to make grants to edu-
cational organizations to carry out
educational programs about the Holo-
caust.

S. 966

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
names of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. HAGEL) and the Senator from
Delaware (Mr. BIDEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 966, a bill to enable the
Department of State to respond to a
critical shortage of passport processing
personnel, and for other purposes.

S. 970

At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. CHAMBLISS) and the Senator from
New York (Mr. SCHUMER) were added as
cosponsors of S. 970, a bill to impose
sanctions on Iran and on other coun-
tries for assisting Iran in developing a
nuclear program, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 979

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
979, a bill to establish a Vote by Mail
grant program.

S. 1010

At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1010, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to encourage guaran-
teed lifetime income payments from
annuities and similar payments of life
insurance proceeds at dates later than
death by excluding from income a por-
tion of such payments.
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S. 1138
At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1138, a bill to enhance nuclear
safeguards and to provide assurances of
nuclear fuel supply to countries that
forgo certain fuel cycle activities.
S. 1154
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, the name of the Senator from
Indiana (Mr. LUGAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1154, a bill to promote
biogas production, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1204
At the request of Mr. DoDD, the name
of the Senator from New York (Mr.
SCHUMER) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1204, a bill to enhance Federal ef-
forts focused on public awareness and
education about the risks and dangers
associated with Shaken Baby Syn-
drome.
S. 1246
At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1246, a bill to establish and
maintain a wildlife global animal in-
formation network for surveillance
internationally to combat the growing
threat of emerging diseases that in-
volve wild animals, such as bird flu,
and for other purposes.
S. 1257
At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1257, a bill to provide the District of
Columbia a voting seat and the State
of Utah an additional seat in the House
of Representatives.
S. 1322
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1322, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to improve
the operation of employee stock owner-
ship plans, and for other purposes.
S. 1338
At the request of Mr. VITTER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1338, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for a
two-year moratorium on certain Medi-
care physician payment reductions for
imaging services.
S. 1353
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1353, a bill to nullify the
determinations of the Copyright Roy-
alty Judges with respect to webcasting,
to modify the basis for making such a
determination, and for other purposes.
S. 1372
At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1372, a bill to provide for a
Center for Nanotechnology Research
and Engineering.
S. 1373
At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
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(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1373, a bill to provide grants
and loan guarantees for the develop-
ment and construction of science parks
to promote the clustering of innova-
tion through high technology activi-
ties.
S. 1394
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BrOWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1394, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986, to exclude from gross
income of individual taxpayers dis-
charges of indebtedness attributable to
certain forgiven residential mortgage
obligations.
S. 1395
At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1395, a bill to prevent unfair
practices in credit card accounts, and
for other purposes.
S. 1406
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1406, a bill to amend the
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972
to strengthen polar bear conservation
efforts, and for other purposes.
S. 1416
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1416, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to make per-
manent the deduction for mortgage in-
surance premiums.
S. 1481
At the request of Mr. VITTER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1481, a bill to restore fairness and reli-
ability to the medical justice system
and promote patient safety by fos-
tering alternatives to current medical
tort litigation, and for other purposes.
S. 1487
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. BIDEN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1487, a bill to amend the Help Amer-
ica Vote Act of 2002 to require an indi-
vidual, durable, voter-verified paper
record under title III of such Act, and
for other purposes.
S. 1500
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1500, a bill to support democracy
and human rights in Zimbabwe, and for
other purposes.
S. 1529
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1529, a bill to amend the
Food Stamp Act of 1977 to end benefit
erosion, support working families with
child care expenses, encourage retire-
ment and education savings, and for
other purposes.
S. 1545
At the request of Mr. ALEXANDER, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
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(Mr. DOMENICI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1545, a bill to implement the
recommendations of the Iraq Study
Group.
S. 1553
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. BIDEN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 15653, a bill to provide additional as-
sistance to combat HIV/AIDS among
young people, and for other purposes.
S. 1565
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 15665, a bill to provide for the
transfer of naval vessels to certain for-
eign recipients.
S. 1588
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
1588, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act, the Employee Retirement
Income Security Act of 1974, and the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
quire that group and individual health
insurance coverage and group health
plans provide coverage for treatment of
a minor child’s congenital or develop-
mental deformity or disorder due to
trauma, infection, tumor, or disease.
S. 1603
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1603, a bill to authorize Con-
gress to award a gold medal to Jerry
Lewis, in recognition of his out-
standing service to the Nation.
S. 1650
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER), the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. LoOTT) and the Senator
from Alaska (Mr. STEVENS) were added
as cosponsors of S. 1650, a bill to estab-
lish a digital and wireless network
technology program, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1668
At the request of Mr. DoDpD, the name
of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN)
was added as a cosponsor of S. 1668, a
bill to assist in providing affordable
housing to those affected by the 2005
hurricanes.
S. 1695
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1695, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to establish a
pathway for the licensure of biosimilar
biological products, to promote innova-
tion in the life sciences, and for other
purposes.
S. RES. 82
At the request of Mr. HAGEL, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoOLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 82, a resolution designating Au-
gust 16, 2007 as ‘‘National Airborne
Day”’.
S. RES. 231
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
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(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 231, a resolution recog-
nizing the historical significance of
Juneteenth Independence Day and ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate that
history should be regarded as a means
for understanding the past and solving
the challenges of the future.
S. RES. 253

At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 2563, a resolution expressing
the sense of the Senate that the estab-
lishment of a Museum of the History of
American Diplomacy through private
donations is a worthy endeavor.

AMENDMENT NO. 1930

At the request of Mr. COBURN, the
names of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN), the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENZI) and the Senator from North
Carolina (Mrs. DOLE) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 1930 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 1639, a bill
to provide for comprehensive immigra-
tion reform and for other purposes.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. ROBERTS (for himself,
Mr. KENNEDY, Ms. COLLINS, and
Mr. LIEBERMAN):

S. 1702. A bill to promote employ-
ment of individuals with severe disabil-
ities through Federal Government con-
tracting and procurement processes,
and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, today
I rise for the purpose of introducing
important legislation for the moral and
fiscal posture of our great Nation: the
Employer Work Incentive Act for Indi-
viduals with Severe Disabilities of 2007.

While there are obvious differences of
opinion on the state of the U.S. econ-
omy, the U.S. workforce is experi-
encing relatively low unemployment
rates. The average hourly wage and
payroll employment levels are at an
all-time high. As our economy has ex-
perienced a slow and steady rise, there
is one sector of the population who has
been left behind.

The unemployment rate for the se-
verely disabled is higher than it has
ever been. Despite previous efforts to
increase employment opportunities for
this population, the rate of unemploy-
ment has risen to 70 percent, that
means increasing the amount of citi-
zens relying on Social Security dis-
ability insurance.

In 1982, the amount of payments dis-
tributed through Social Security dis-
ability insurance was $15.8 billion. In
2004, that number climbed to $80.6 bil-
lion. According to a forecast by the So-
cial Security trustees, the old age and
survivors insurance trust fund will last
until 2044, while the disability trust
fund will be exhausted in 2029.

The Americans with Disabilities Act
was enacted in 1990 as a means of lev-
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eling the playing field for citizens with
disabilities. And while it has provided
necessary reforms in employment prac-
tices, this legislation has had little to
no effect on the rate of unemployment
experienced by individuals with severe
disabilities.

Even government-run programs such
as the Javits-Wagner-O’Day Act or
Randolph Shepard Act, have done little
to improve this high unemployment
rate. As our brave men and women
serving in uniform in Iraq and Afghani-
stan return, this problem will be com-
pounded. Many of our troops have been
disabled in the cause of protecting this
country, and it is incumbent upon us to
ensure that there are opportunities for
them in the workforce so that they can
regain a semblance of their lives back.

It is time for a change in the way we
think about employing individuals
with severe disabilities. The goal
should be to create job opportunities
for the severely disabled in the na-
tional workforce, not just in govern-
ment operated programs.

The Employer Work Incentive Act
for Individuals with Severe Disabil-
ities, a bipartisan bill authored by Sen-
ator KENNEDY and myself, creates these
opportunities while reducing depend-
ence on Social Security disability in-
surance. This legislation gives govern-
ment contract procurement advantages
to those companies who employ signifi-
cant percentages of individuals with
disabilities in their workforce.

Our goal is to employ at least 1 per-
cent of individuals with severe disabil-
ities, or 94,000 people. In doing this, we
have the opportunity to save approxi-
mately $45 billion in Social Security
disability insurance over the next 10
years.

I know firsthand how important indi-
viduals with severe disabilities are to
our workforce. In my home State of
Kansas, persons like my good friend,
Pat Terick, play an important role in
local business. His agency, the Cerebral
Palsy Research Foundation of Kansas,
has long advocated the importance of
creating job opportunities for the se-
verely disabled. This advocacy group,
located in Wichita, is dedicated to
showing companies the advantages of
hiring individuals with disabilities. Our
bill will be a powerful incentive for
businesses to enhance their workforce.

I would like to thank Senator KEN-
NEDY for his leadership in helping to
craft this bipartisan legislation. Spe-
cial thanks to my longtime friend and
to a great Kansan and American, Sen-
ator Bob Dole, cochair of the One Per-
cent Coalition. With Bob’s remarkable
devotion to disability advocacy, it
comes as no surprise that he is leading
the effort to increase job opportunities
for those individuals with severe dis-
abilities.

It is time for a change in the way we
think about employing individuals
with severe disabilities. We must cre-
ate job opportunities for the severely
disabled in the national workforce, not
just in government-operated programs.
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With the support of my colleagues, this
legislation will do just that.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, today
we take one more giant step to open
the workplace doors wider for people
with disabilities. The joining of busi-
nesses, consumers, and the Congress is
powerful—and we will pass this bill. I
thank Senator ROBERTS for his vision
and leadership on this legislation.

In the winter of 1999, President Clin-
ton signed the last bill of the millen-
nium into law at the FDR Memorial—
it was the ““Ticket to Work’ Act.

Hundreds of disabled people managed
through the snow to get to the memo-
rial that day, in hopes of finally being
of part of our Nation’s great economy.

That law has made a big difference in
giving disabled workers access to
health care by allowing them to work
and buy Medicaid—but securing actual
employment has been a much harder
challenge.

Many of the nation’s ‘‘return to
work” programs are outdated and do
not engage employers to hire disabled
workers to the fullest extent possible.

This legislation will expand opportu-
nities for disabled workers and reward
employers who are willing to do the
right thing: by paying disabled workers
a decent salary; by providing and con-
tributing to the cost of their health
care insurance; and by placing workers
in an environment where they can
work alongside their non-disabled
friends and neighbors.

ADA has led to enormous societal
change. It has fundamentally altered
how our society views disability, and
that change will be its most lasting
and significant contribution.

But the ADA was also intended to ad-
dress the very real barriers to people
with disabilities looking for a job, a
house, an education, and even a bus
ride—and we still have a lot of work to
do to meet that promise.

This legislation is one positive step
forward as we continue to fight for
more opportunities for disabled people
to go to work and contribute to their
communities.

By Mr. BIDEN (for himself, Mr.
SPECTER, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr.
CARPER, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. COCH-
RAN, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KERRY,
Mr. LEVIN, and Mr. OBAMA):

S. 1709. A bill to amend the National
Underground Railroad Network to
Freedom Act of 1998 to provide addi-
tional staff and oversight of funds to
carry out the Act, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce, with my good
friend and colleague from Pennsyl-
vania, Senator SPECTER, the Under-
ground Railroad Network Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2007. The original act,
signed into law in 1998, has increased
public awareness of the Underground
Railroad, a cornerstone in African-
American heritage and history, with
sites and programs in 28 States and the
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